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A new American musical from 2006 is quite a find. I wasn’t sure if I was going to like it, ‘yer know what I mean?’, modern music, discordant etc. but I was soon pleasantly surprised and was entranced both by the plot, the lib and the music.
The six actors playing their multi-faceted roles were all well cast and obviously enjoyed themselves thoroughly. Aidan Godwin (Jeff Bennett) played the bumbling brother with his mistakes, his ‘malapropisms’ to perfection. Vince Baldwin (Austin Bennett), abandoned by his girl friend, brother had ‘to turn on an emotional sixpence’ trying to get his life back on track played the part well. Angie Schultz (Diana Bingley) the mathematical genius, (are Actuaries really like that?!) trying to bring some common sense into the love lives of the brothers acted well. Along comes Jo Cullen as Marcy Fitzwilliam, to complicate the girl/boy friend situation. Another delicious part played excellently by Jo. Kate Chapman (NYC Woman) acted and sang well, she was a good barman amongst other roles. Then to complement the NYC Woman we had Dan Bickerdike (NYC Man) helping in the bar and general ‘dogsbodying’ is that a word?  All six struck sparks off each other and dovetailed their roles superbly.

As always with DDOS I am bowled over by sets and the use of the  revolve, you are lucky to have that facility. With gobos and different furniture and props all the different scenes came alive. Though some of the sets and props were minimal it all worked; For example the red decoration on the wall immediately ‘said’ Chinese restaurant. So there was NY, bar, café, bedroom, living-room etc. all being faithfully portrayed. The costumes were exactly right; amongst other good apparel  I loved Marcy’s flowing garments.

The Band were excellent, well done Martin and your musicians. Sound and lighting were unobtrusive and therefore were again of a high standard. Lucy, in her role as producer, was mentioned by Kit in the programme and she, in her various capacities is to be congratulated.  Above all I would congratulate Kit for her direction. A good show all round.
It was good to see Kate, Aidan, Austin and Jo in other roles either from DOOS or other companies. I am sure I will see you all again.

Thank you for my warm welcome from Sandra, Crispian  and the others from DDOS
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