
DDOS NEWSLETTER …………………………………..MARCH 2014 
In this edition 

 
PURCHASE TICKETS – 1   AUDITIONS – 2 
(on sale now)     (next 2 Wednesdays) 

     and loads more 

 
 

ORPHANS 
Directed by Sarah Morrison 

 

 

Two grown orphan brothers live in an old dilapidated row house in North Philadelphia—

deserted in childhood by an unfaithful father and by the death of their mother. 

petty thief—interpreting the role of father. 

 

With the love and protectiveness of an older brother and an orphan's fear of abandonment, 

Treat takes away Phillip's chances to grow up, depriving him of knowledge and forcing him 

to live in a world of illiteracy and innocence: relegating him to their lost childhood. 

As Treat is out stealing to put food on the table, Phillip never leaves the house, thinking he 

will die from something outside because of a near deadly allergic reaction he had as a child. 

Haunted by the death of their mother, he spends his time lying in her closet filled with 

unworn clothes. Curious about the world, he secretly attempts to understand things by 

watching re-runs of the The Price is Right and underlining words in newspapers and old 

books he finds lying around. 

 

Tickets £10 for Tuesday, 1st April: £10 for members from Wednesday 
2nd to Saturday 5th (non members £11) and are on sale now 
 

CALL THE BOX OFFICE ON 01306 881717 
 

 



!!!!!!!!! CALL FOR Front of House and Programme Sellers.!!!!!!!! 
 

During the ‘Orphans’ run we need volunteers for Front of House (1 each night) and 
programme sellers (also 1 each night although 2 would be good for Friday and Saturday).  
YOU DO NOT HAVE TO STAY FOR THE DURATION OF THE PRODUCTION!!!!  Perfectly alright 
for you to either leave at curtain up, or volunteer for the evening you are coming to see the 
show.  Please call or email Sheila on 01737 843258/ sheilagray@talktalk.net  
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Audition 1 – in 2 days time! 

Below are details of our entry into the Leatherhead Drama Festival, our 

performance evening being Monday 12th May with previews in the Green 

Room on Thursday/Friday, 8th/9th May.  Please do contact Sarah Jane on 

sarahjanevincent@btinternet.com if you are interested, want to know more or 

if Wednesday is not convenient. 

 

SO FAR TOO NEAR 

Director: Sarah Jane Vincent 

READ THROUGH/AUDITIONS – WEDNESDAY, 19TH MARCH 

Character Profile  

So Near Too Far is a play set in the present day. It follows the lives of 3 good 

friends and is a snapshot of a short time in their lives. The women featured 

regularly meet up for coffee or a meal and chat about their lives, current 

romances and share their feelings of joy and sadness amid frustration and 

insecurity. As well as dialogue and action between the women, this play also 

uses the device of texting and social media which is projected onto screens 

during the performance for the audience to see.  

Abby -  

Playing age 27 - 35. She lives for the moment and is upfront ready for a laugh. 

Doesn’t see any problem with dating her neighbour. Care free, although she 

does care what her friends think about her. Definitely the “life and soul of the 

party”. Very likable. 



 

Ruth - 

Playing age 27 - 35. Mild mannered and gentle. She is desperate for her 

boyfriend to commit  to a more serious relationship. Lacks a bit of a backbone 

and puts up with this situation. Bit of a doormat. Very Loyal. 

Becky -  

Playing age 27 - 35. She is an old fashioned girl. Things have to been done the 

”right way” Can be a bit judgmental. Doesn't like to rock her boat and buries 

her head in the sand. Does not want to appear weak.  

 

Audition 2 

 
84 Charing Cross Road 

Director – Bobby Hamilton 
Read through/Auditions – Wednesday, 26th March 

 
Rehearsals start early May – Performance dates 17th-21st June 

 
CHARACTERS – 3 male, 4 female. 

The play is essentially a two hander with the bulk of the dialogue between Helene and Frank. Frank 

is reading Helene’s letters but Helene’s are delivered ‘out front’ as it were. The other members of 

staff write to Helene, CECILY writes more often than anyone else and is a bit livelier. MEGAN writes 

once so does WILLIAM (BILL). Mr. MARTIN has little dialogue but is on for much of the play (but dies 

during the course of the action-offstage!). The shop staff  are on for much of the play, working in the 

background and reacting to the letters. 

HELENE -Playing age late 30/40s-Fiesty and seemingly abrasive New Yorker but with a big heart and 

a deep love and instinctive understanding of literature. Her warmth and humour are a huge part of 

this play. 

FRANK- (early 40s) The terribly British bookseller who forms an unlikely friendship with Helene that 

leans towards a sort of (gentle) romance. Frank is happily married and there is no sense of 

impropriety but nevertheless their developing relationship forms the core of the evening. There is a 

dry, sly humour beneath the dusty exterior. He is a very warm man. 

MEGAN WELLS (20s/30s) 



CECILY FARR (20s/30s)  
Mr. MARTIN - Elderly bookseller 
WILLIAM HUMPHRIES - Any age but a good opportunity for a younger man 
JOAN TODD-One short letter only-she delivers the sad news of Frank’s death and should strike a 
different note to all the other correspondence we hear. Could double with- 
MAXINE STUART - American actress friend of Helene-Glamorous (late 30s/any age) One letter 

 

 

 

OUR MAY SOCIAL – 3 X 1 ACT PLAYS – 8th/9th May 
 
If you would like to reserve seats  to see these 3 fab 1 act plays please contact Sheila Gray on 
sheilagray@talktalk.net.  All seats will be £10 and will be first come, first served. 

 
  
  

Cold Blooded Killer – with Amy and Damien de Roche 

 
When grieving widow Jack disturbs Becky, an intruder, he is shocked by how much she 
resembles his wife, who is missing, presumed dead, in a shark attack recently. Jack 
attempts to persuade Becky to impersonate his wife, to inherit the fortune of her mother, 
who died during the tragic holiday. But is Jack telling the truth about her disappearance, 
and can Becky be trusted to carry out the deception.... 
  

Followed by: 

 

SO FAR TOO NEAR by Joanne Higginson 

 
DDOS’ entry for the Leatherhead Drama Festival – see above 

 

Then  
  

Singled Out  (which is Geoff’s entry for this year and will be performed ahead of ours) 

 
When SODA, the Singles Online Dating Agency arranges a social night for some of its 
members, the first two girls to arrive soon discover they have both suffered a similar 
disturbing experience, and that they have been lured there by person or persons  
  
  

We are delighted to say that our fabulous technical crew will be sorting 
out the logistics for all three  1-act plays on 8th/9th plus the two 2014 
entries on Monday, 12th May.  Please contact Stuart Yeatman if you would 
like to help back stage – stuartyeatman@aol.com. 

 
 
 



 
WHAT’S COMING UP ……. 

 

2nd to 6th September 2014 - Saucy Jack and the Space Vixens 
Director -  Sasha Silver 

 
Sing/Read through : Thursday 15th May @ 8pm.  Auditions:  Sunday 18th May @ 2pm 
 
This multi-award winning musical was created in 1995. It has been performed all over the world 
including two runs in London’s West End. Set in a futuristic cabaret bar, the music is loud! As the 
audience settle back for an evening of cosmic cabaret, all is not well at Saucy Jack’s... The evil 
shadow of a serial killer looms over the bar; cabaret acts are being killed off one by one, found 
stabbed by the heel of a sequinned slingback shoe.  

The characters are brazen and the atmosphere is hot Wannabes, dreamers, killers and super-

fashion crime fighters, here to save the day by the Power of Disco!...  A more detailed character list 
to follow – but you get the gist !!!!!  Fairly young cast with some interesting names…  
 
REHEARSAL NIGHTS WILL BE MONDAY AND WEDNESDAY FROM W/C 30TH JUNE, WITH SOME 
SUNDAYS CLOSER TO THE SHOW. 
 
 

Socials for the Future 
   

As ‘Orphans’ is in production on the usual First Friday bar night – there will not be one on 

April 4th, although the bar will be open of course on account of there being a production on 
  The first Friday of May will be normal bar opening as our May Social will be the 3 x 1 
act plays mentioned above. 
 
Watch this space for others planned – including the postponed Wine Tasting. 
 
 

Other News 
 
Departed Friends 
 
It has been a very sad 12 months as DDOS has lost a number of valued members, 
3 of whom were Vice Presidents.  There were a number of wonderful eulogies at 
the funerals, often referring to their time and contribution to DDOS.  We have 
decided to mark their passing by setting up a “Eulogy” page on our website so 
that those current members who were unable to attend the funerals will at 
least have the opportunity to read what was said.  As soon as this page has 
been set up you will be sent a link.  For those 20+ members who do not use 
computers, if you would like a copy of any eulogy sent to you, please contact 
The Editor. 

 
 



To mark the passing of Geoff Collins and Jon Scarrott  Kirsty Heard is running The 

Race for Life on 16th  June.  Please support her by going on to her website and giving 
generously!!! 
 
www.justgiving.com/kirstyalexandra 

June 16th. 
Training is underway with two runs (well, power walk and jog!) under my belt so far! Updates 
etc. on my page 

 
Finally – as mentioned in our last newsletter, we have been given a grant for the Club Room 
electrics, windows and firedoors.  I am pleased to say that the new windows should be 
installed on 28th/29th April. 
 
 
Our next newsletter will be published around mid-April.  Any contributions to Linden van 
Clute at lindenvc@virginmedia.com by 14th April, please. 

 


